
Ring procedure for showing 


When entering the ring you want to look for the location of the judge to make eye 
contact and be able to see if the judge is giving any special instructions as to where to 
go. You nonnally enter and walk clockwise unless otherwise instructed to go a 
different direction by the judge. You walk into the ring in a nonnal manner showing 
your confidence and control leading your goat. Continue keeping good eye contact 
with the judge and remember to smile. Show the judge you enjoy showing your goat. 

Circling the Show Ring 

Now that your entering the ring you will nonnally move clockwise and make a full 
circle. You want to make sure to give enough space between your goat and the goat 
before you so you don't get bunched up and everyone will circle smoothly. Always 
try to walk in a smooth and natural stride and know where the judge is to maintain 
keeping your goat between you and the judge. 
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Spacing 

Remember to keep space between you and the goats in front and behind you. The best 
space is at least 1-2 goat lengths between to allow room for for the judge or you as an 
exhibitor to move around the goat while in line. This will also allow you to do any 
maneuvers the judge requests or is required by showmanship rules. If there are too 
many exhibitors in the ring, do your best to keep some distance between goats as best 
as you can. When doing maneuvers try not to bump into another exhibitors goat and 
remembers to also keep eye contact with the judge. 



How to Move around a Stopped Goat 


Sometimes when a judge asks the exhibitors to walk in a circle around the ring, A 
goat might stop for any reason ( not wanting to walk or needs to urinate) you can wait 
till it starts to move again or if the judge directs you to pass, the diagram below will 
show you how to pass. This should be done by moving around the stopped goat on the 
inside closest to the judge in the middle of the ring or the outside of the goat if the 
judge is standing outside the circle. Remember to always move forward keeping your 
goat in view of the judge. Maintain walking naturally and smoothly to show your goat 
to the best of your ability. 

Roll Turn 

While walking around in a circle, a judge might move from the center of the ring to 
the outside of the ring. To maintain keeping your goat between you and the judge you 
will need to do a roll turn around the front ofyour goat to move to the opposite side of 
your goat while continuing to walk in a clockwise circle. Turn your body around the 
head of your goat and switch the lead in front of your body from one hand to the other 
in a smooth and fluid motion while continuing around the ring. While continuing to 
move around the ring and to always keep your goat between you and the judge and in 
view, you will have to do a reverse roll turn and again go around your goats head to 
get back to the other side. 

Showmanship Tip: 
As a showman in the ring you want to always show respect to the judge and your 

fellow exhibitors. Remember to smile and enjoy the experiences of showing your goat 
to the best of your ability and have a fun time doing it. 



THE LINE UP IN THE RING 


If a judge has not already given instructions as to where he wants to start a line, after 
you have entered the ring, the judge will eventually ask one of the exhibitors to start a 
line. That exhibitor would then move to the area the judge requested the line to start 
with the remaining exhibitors to follow and set up their goats in as straight a line as 
possible depending on size of the ring. Judges generally ask the exhibitors to walk in a 
clockwise direction and line up with heads facing left in side view in front of each 
exhibitor. 
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Spacing 
When you are lined up in the show ring make sure you have proper spacing between 
each goat. There should be enough space ( 1-2 goat lengths) apart to allow the judge 
to move thru the line between goats. This space also allows each exhibitor to move 
around their goat as the judge moves around the ring. Remember that you always 
want to keep the goat in view and between you and the judge no matter where the 
judge is. Exhibitors need to be careful when doing maneuvers not to let your goat 
bump into or bother any goat around you. 

Head to Tail 
Remember when you come into the ring the first goat starts the line with the head of 
each goat lined up directly in back of the tail of the goat standing directly in front of it 
in the straight lineup. As an exhibitor you can stand or squat beside your goat while 
standing in line. 

Side by Side lineup 
In a side by side lineup, the goats will stand facing the judge in front view beside each 
other goat and exhibitor. As an exhibitor you can stand or squat next to your goat 
while it is standing in line. 

Moving around your goat 
While your in line if you need to move around your goat to get to the other side, you 
will do a roll turn in front of your goat never behind. SWitch the lead into your other 
hand during the roll turn, always passing the lead from one hand to the other in front 
of your body. This will keep your hand closest to the goats head and give you more 
control over your goat. 



HOW TO SET UP YOUR GOAT 


After you have entered the ring and are in position to start showing your goat to the 
judge, here are some examples and descriptions on what to do. The pygmy goat is 
normally square and cobby in appearance compared to other breeds of goats. You 
should set up your goat so it is standing in a square like stance. The legs should be set 
apart but not set too wide so you have the proper balance of width, length, and depth. 

below. 

From the side view you do not want to set the front legs to far forward but instead 
straight down from the withers so the judge can see the development of the brisket 
( chest) as shown with the black Doe. From the front view you want to set the front 
legs wide enough but not too far, keeping the legs straight with the width of the chest 
as pictured with the belted caramel doe. If you stretch out your goat too far, it will 
cause a dip in the view of the topline. As you can see in the picture of the belted 
caramel you want to set all four legs so the distance between the width of the front 
feet match the width of the rear legs. The goats head should be held up naturally with 
the lead making sure the exhibitor is showing their goat to the best of their ability. 

Exhibitors need to have your goat set up at all times your standing still in the ring. 
Always set the leg or legs closest to the judge first before moving or setting up other 
legs into position. If the judge happens to be looking at your goat while you are still 
setting it up, the judge will have the best view possible at that instance if you' re 
setting up the legs closet to the judge. 

You have two different ways to set up your goat legs. 

One leg at a time: Using this method, set up the leg closest to the judge fIrst, then set 
up the leg that is second closest to the judge, then the next closest, and fmally the leg 
that is the farthest from the judge. This is the best procedure of showing to the judge 
that you know which leg to set up fIrst. You need to practice this with your goat at 
home so your goat gets used to you touching and moving it's legs into the correct 
position. 

Two legs at a time: If you have a goat that doesn't want you to touch a single leg at a 
time and if you have enough strength, you can set up .a goat by lifting up the entire 
front end of the goat making sure you can maintain the spacing in width between the 
legs. You can set up the rear legs by lifting the goat up in the flank area, just in front 
of the rear legs. You need to remember to lift the legs closet to the judge fIrst. 

Showmanship Tip: Setting up a goat correctly in very important and a category many 
judges in showmanship give lots of attention and value. 


